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HISTORY

The Graduate Institute of English Language and Literature was established in 1975 by

Fr. Pierre Demers, who was succeeded as director by Bro. Nicholas Koss (1982-1988),
Prof. Steven Berkowitz (1988-1993), and Fr. Daniel Bauer (1993-1996). In 1996, the
institute became the MA Program, Department of English Language and Literature.
Associate Prof. Thomas Nash, then chair of the English Department, took over the
program and served for one term (1996-1999). Subsequent directors were Associate Prof.
Cecilia Liu (1999-2002), Associate Prof. Raphael Schulte (2002-2003), Associate Prof.
Thomas Nash (2003-2004 as acting chair), Associate Prof. Yun-Pi Yun (2004-2010,
2013-2015), Full Prof. Kate Chiwen Liu (2010-2013), and Associate Prof. Joseph C.
Murphy (2015-2018). The current director is Associate Prof. Bi-chu Chen (2018-).

GOALS

The Graduate Program of the English Department aims to prepare our students with
sufficient professional skills in the fields of English literary studies or multimedia English
education to pursue further studies or to develop their careers in related fields.

OBJECTIVES
To realize this vision, we set the following as the literature track’s educational objectives:

1. To train students’ skills in critical thinking, literary analysis, and research.

2. To offer in-depth knowledge of British and American literature as well as world
literatures in English, through courses based on faculty members’ specializations
and students’ needs.

3. To enhance students’ English abilities and understanding of cultural interactions
in order to motivate students to adapt their training to the local context and to
prepare them for future careers related to English language and/or literature.

CORE ABILITIES

Professional Knowledge Professional Skills

1). Abilities in Analyzing Literary and 1). Advanced English Expression
Cultural Texts in Context Abilities

2). Knowledge of English Literatures 2). Professional Research Abilities

3). Problem Solving Skills

4). Analytical and Organizational Skills

5). Global Perspectives and
Cross-Cultural Communication
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Full-time Faculty

Bi-Chu Chen
Associate Professor and
Chair

Kate Chiwen Liu
Professor

Doris Li-wen Chang
Associate Professor

Cecilia H.C. Liu
Associate Professor
Chair of CEBA, English
Dept., FICU

Joseph Murphy
Associate Professor
Chair of English Dept.
John Basourakos
Assistant Professor
Paul Bellew
Assistant Professor
Donna Tong

Assistant Professor

Part-time Faculty

Eric Kao
Associate Professor
National Taiwan
University

Wen-ling Su
Contract Assistant
Professor

Fu Jen Catholic
University

FACULTY

PhD in English Teaching/Tamkang University
Lexical Semantics, Translation & Oral Interpretation, Academic/
Business Reading & Writing, TESOL — Digital Learning

PhD in English Literature/State University of New York, Stony
Brook, USA

Contemporary Canadian Literature and Film, Literary Theories,
Postmodernism

PhD in Comparative Literature Program/Fu Jen Catholic
University

Comparative Literature (Literature and Religion, Psychoanalysis
and Buddhism, Comparative Drama), Translation

MA in English Literature/Fu Jen Catholic University
20th Century British Literature, American Literature, Medieval
Literature, Western Drama

PhD in English Literature/University of Pennsylvania, USA
American Literature, Literature and the Visual Arts, Modernism and
Postmodernism

PhD in Humanities Interdisciplinary Program/Concordia
University, Canada
Drama Theory, Ethics, Educational Theory

PhD in English/University of Oregon, USA
Poetry and Poetics, Modernism, Gender and Sexuality

PhD in English/University of California, Irvine, USA
American Literature and Culture, Asian American Studies, Gender
Studies

PhD in English/University of Kent, UK
Irish Drama, Modern and Contemporary Irish Literature,
Post-colonial Studies

PhD in Comparative Literature Program/Fu Jen Catholic
University
American Literature, Translation
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CURRICULUM

All courses are 3 credit hours. 30 credit hours, plus thesis (4 credits), are required.

Required courses (12 credit hours):

Course Requirement 30
(thesis is not included)

~

Required courses Elective courses 18
® English and American literature and
12 world literatures in English
- ® Literary criticism/theory; Translation;
Chinese literature, or other literature
related courses
Academic Writing 3 One theory course
Research Methodology 3 3
Thesis Writing Seminar 3
A. Required courses (12 credit hours):
i.  Academic Writing 3 credits.
ii. Research Methodology 3 credits
iii. Thesis Writing Seminar 3 credits.
iv. One theory course 3 credits

B. Elective courses (18 credit hours):"

i.  English and American literature and world literatures in English
ii.  Literary criticism/theory; Translation; Chinese literature, or other
literature-related courses.

C. Students are required to take a minimum of four English literature courses.

D. Students may apply to take at most six credits in other graduate programs,
including the PhD program in Comparative Literature, Cross-cultural Program.
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Elective literature/theory courses requirements: Proseminar and Seminar

A. Beginning in Fall 2015, elective literature/theory courses for MA students will have
two requirement options: proseminar and seminar. First-year MA students must fulfill
the proseminar requirements; second-year MA students can choose proseminar or
seminar, but must complete at least one course as seminar.
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B. MA literature/theory electives, whether taken as proseminar or seminar, will assign a
minimum of 3000 words of writing, total. If a course is taken as seminar, a final
research paper (minimum 3000 words, minimum two secondary academic sources) is
required. If a course is taken as proseminar, the 3000-word minimum writing will be
divided into at least two separate assignments (with at least one secondary academic
source each), so that students will write and get feedback earlier in the semester. The
second paper requirement may be fulfilled with a take-home exam, at the discretion of
individual instructors, based on their pedagogical principles.
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C. Astudent taking the proseminar requirements may, in consultation with the instructor,
develop a midterm paper into a longer paper submitted at the end of the semester.
Teachers may choose to require midterm writings or drafts from all students, both
proseminar and seminar students.

& 2 E 3% 2 proseminar 3 kg o WRRMARSRRIL L L I L HE G
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D. At the end of the semester, instructors will submit a list of which second-year MA
students completed the elective as a seminar, so that the office has a record to ensure
that all second-year students complete at least one course as seminar (because a
full-length academic paper is an essential step toward writing a thesis).
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Students should take the minor exam and the major exam before writing and defending
first the thesis proposal and then the thesis.

A. Minor exam: students can choose one of the following options to fulfill the minor
exam requirement. Completion of the minor exam by the end of the second year is
strongly recommended.

I~ Written exam: The purpose of the minor examination is to enable the student to
develop a limited specialization in an area of literary studies, which usually
originates in one or more graduate courses the student has taken. The minor
exam reading list is negotiated between the student and professor, and typically
involves 2-3 books and several articles. The topic of the exam should not
overlap with that of the major exam, and should extend the area of the major by
broadening the student’s scope of knowledge. The minor exam may involve
several conferences with the directing professor in the discussion of the reading
material. The exam is written, should be 3-4 hours in length, and should take
place during regular office hours. A grade is given, and the exam is kept in the
student’s file in the department. In principle, the director of the minor exam is
different from the director of the major exam.

ii ~ Presenting a paper in an academic conference/seminar (including a
conference/seminar offered by the department).

iii ~ Publishing an article on a literature-related topic in an academic journal.

iv ~ Publishing an article on a literature-related topic in a newspaper or magazine (to
be approved by the MA Committee).

B. The major exam is directly related to the thesis topic(s) and is intended to help the
student prepare for and write the thesis. A reading list is negotiated between the
student and thesis director(s), and includes 4-6 books and about 10 articles. The major
exam is written, should take place during regular office hours, and should not exceed
four hours. A grade is given, and the exam is kept in the student’s file in the
department. In principle, the director(s) of the major exam is (are) different from the
director of the minor exam. The major exam should be completed by end of the
midterm week before the intended graduating semester.
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THESIS

Minimum length for thesis is 60 pages; special application can be made to reduce the
length to 40 pages (effective only for those who have not started writing their thesis
proposal).

A. Possible topics include:

a. English or American literature or world literatures in English

b. Translation (English-Chinese, Chinese-English) with substantial analysis
c. Interdisciplinary literary studies

d. Analysis of Anglophone cultural texts

B. One of three methods:

1. Depth Thesis: In-depth study of a topic in English or American literature or world
literatures in English, interdisciplinary literary studies, or Anglophone cultural texts
(e.g., visual art, film). The depth thesis must include at least two main chapters, an
introduction, and a conclusion.

2. Breadth Thesis: An essay collection combining two separate articles (at least 20
pages each) on English or American literature or world literatures in English,
interdisciplinary literary studies, or Anglophone cultural texts (e.g., visual art, film).
These articles must have some degree of topical, thematic, or theoretical unity. The
breadth thesis must include an introduction explaining the points of unity between the
two articles, and a conclusion briefly reflecting on the implications of considering
these two studies as a combined work.

3. Translation with Substantial Analysis (at least 1 translation courses from any MA
(or above) program in Translation and Interpretation Studies. The analysis must be at
least 25 pages and must include:

(1) Analysis of content

(2) Justification of stylistic choices

(3) Review of previous translations of chosen text (optional)

(4) Explanation of the translation theories used (optional)

4. Publishing an article in a scholarly journal (NEW)

(1) Students who choose this option need to find an advisor (who will certify that they
are up to the task) and make the decision by the end of the first academic year.

(2) The publication must be in English and must go through a peer-review process
(student must supply evidence of peer review procedure).

(3) If the student does not succeed in publishing such an article, the student is advised
to switch to the Breadth Thesis as a fallback plan.

13



Culture-Industry Thesis Options (NEW)

Collection of Study Guides

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

Collection of 6-8 substantial study guides (at least 3000 words each) totaling at
least 18,000 words, not including introduction and works cited.

Study guides covering works of literature (fiction, poetry, drama, creative
nonfiction) or film. These works of literature or film should not be covered by
study guides already available in English or Chinese.

Collection of study guides should be unified by subject, theme, author, or some
other unifying principle.

The unity of the collection of study guides, as well as overall goals and method,
should be explained in an introduction (about 1500 words).

Structure: Study guides should follow a systematic format similar to that of
SparkNotes or other online guides: e.g., Context; Summary and Analysis;
Analysis of Major Characters; Themes, Motifs, and Symbols; Important
Quotations Explained; Quizzes. Specific format will depend on the nature of the
particular topic. Format will be negotiated in consultation with advisor. Writing
style should be clear and accessible to general readers, but not colloquial.

For ease of reading, citations to sources should be provided in footnotes, which
will be hyperlinked in the online version. A list of works cited must be included
at the end of the thesis.

Language: English, with option of supplementary Chinese version (not included
in word count).

Publication is required online on LCTD website. A regular print version must
also be submitted.

Students choosing this thesis option must fulfill the standard major exam,
proposal defense, and thesis defense requirements.

10) Evaluation criteria for this thesis mode will be drawn up by the MA Literature

committee in consultation with relevant advisors.

Collection of Reviews or Cultural Feature Articles

1)

2)

Collection of 6-10 substantial reviews or feature articles (at least 1500 words
each) related to cultural topics totaling at least 12,000 words, not including
introduction and works cited.

Reviews of contemporary creative works: books (fiction, poetry, drama, creative
nonfiction), theatrical productions, or film. Feature articles on literary or
cultural topics.



3) Collection of reviews or articles should be unified by subject, theme, author, or
some other unifying principle.

4) The unity of the collection, as well as overall goals and method, should be
explained in an introduction (about 1500 words).

5) Structure: Reviews or articles should aspire to the structure and technique of
professional writing in respected magazines and online sites. Writing style
should be clear and accessible to general readers, but not colloquial.

6) For ease of reading, citations to sources should be provided in footnotes, which
will be hyperlinked in the online version. A list of works cited must be included
at the end of the thesis.

7) Language: English, with option of supplementary Chinese version (not included
in word count).

8) Online publication is required, either on LCTD website and/or other website.
Print publication is also possible, but there must be an online version. A regular
print version must also be submitted.

9) Students choosing this thesis option must fulfill the standard major exam,
proposal defense, and thesis defense requirements.

10) Evaluation criteria for this thesis mode will be drawn up by the MA Literature
committee in consultation with relevant advisors.

For reference, “John Updike’s 6 Rules for Constructive Criticism’:
https://www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2012/05/john-updikes-6-rules-for
-constructive-criticism/256643/

C. Main-body chapters: first draft (except introduction and conclusion) should be
completed at least one month before the projected defense.

D. A thesis proposal is required, due at the end of the first week after the final exams of
the semester prior to the graduating semester. For acceptance, it must be approved by
the thesis director and the Chair. See page 13 for suggested structure of thesis proposal
and proposal defense requirements.
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e \Written

THESIS PROPOSAL

Thesis Proposal

Suggested structure of the written proposal (please discuss the details with your
thesis advisor):

Introduction (include background; state the problem or issue):

® Purpose of the study;

® Research questions; and

® \Working hypothesis and discussion.

Method and Literary/Theoretical Contexts (explain choice of texts and how
they are approached; define terms where necessary).

Literature Review.

Significance of the Study.

Limitations and Delimitations.

Writing Schedule.

References/Bibliography (based on/expanded from the major exam
bibliography).

® Thesis Proposal Defense
Thesis Proposal Defense is an open, one-hour, oral defense in the presence of the
advisor and with at least two faculty members for assessment purposes. The defense
provides a forum for the thesis writer to formally present his/her ideas for the thesis

project at

its early stage of formation in order to receive constructive suggestions

from members of the MA-Literature program as an academic community.
Thesis Proposal Defense Procedure

® Both

the thesis proposal and thesis proposal defense should be finished during

the semester before the graduating semester.
® Opportunities to hold the defense occur twice a semester, which is Midterm

week and final exam week; those graduating in July should defend their

proposal in January of the prior semester (at the latest), and those graduating in

January should defend their proposal in June of the prior semester (at the latest).
® File the application to the department at least 1 month before the defense

date

and submit the proposal to the committee 2 weeks before the defense

date. The application will be canceled due to late submission.
® Suggested Process:

Time Activities

20 mins. Proposal presentation with the following basic components:
1) content from the written thesis proposal
2) possible difficulties and solutions (optional)

10 mins Faculty respondent

25 mins Q&A

5 mins Advisor conclusion

17
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THESIS ORAL DEFENSE

A. The oral exam committee: the committee must consist of 3-5 members and at least 1/3
of the committee should be faculty members external to Fu Jen Catholic University.
Approval for the composition of the exam committee should be passed before end of
the first week of the student’s intended graduating semester. Committee members may
be changed if necessary.

B. Schedule: the oral exam should be completed before January 15 (Fall semester) or
July 15 (Spring semester).

C. Students should inform the department office to apply for the contract for
committee members and arrange the oral defense at least 1 month prior to the
defense date. The draft for the committee should be finished at least two weeks
prior to the defense. The application will be cancelled due to late submission.

D. The passing grade for the oral exam is 70 on a scale of 100 points.

E. Students should finish the revision of thesis and the procedures for graduation within
3 months of oral exam.

F. Please refer to the university regulations (the link above) on graduate students’
thesis oral defense.
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Students complete the program in 2.5 to 3 years. (For example, they may complete 9
credits during each of the first 3 semesters, minor exam at the beginning of the 3"
semester, 3 credits plus major exam in the 4™ semester, and thesis in the 5" (-6™)
semester(s).

1. Learning Activities Over Three Years

1% year 2" year 3" year

18 credits 12 credits

-- Training in language skills, -- Development of possible -- Thesis writing and
research methodology, and thesis topics through Thesis Defense
literary analysis elective courses

-- Exploration in elective -- Thesis Seminar

courses Minor Exam & Major Exam

done by the end of the 2" year

2. Graduate Studies Schedule in 2.5-3 Years

1% Year S 2" Year S 3 Year

Fall Spring Fall Spring Fall | Spring

Minor* | |

Thesis
Topic

Major
Exam

Proposal

Proposal April Nov.
Defense June Jan.

Thesis
Writing

Students are required to submit their thesis advisor choice to the department and by the
end of first semester of second year of studies the latest.

19



3. Deadlines / Suggested Thesis Writing Schedule

Semester prior to
Graduating Semester

Graduating Semester

Proposal Defense

Finalized Proposal Thesis Defense

Midterm exam week /
Final exam week

the end of the 1st week July 15

Suggested Thesis Writing Schedule

Deadlines

Minor Exam:
Paper presentation option

End of first (preferable) or second year

Exam option

End of first year

Choosing a thesis topic

End of first year

Finalizing the choices of
thesis topic and advisor

Preferably end of fall semester, second year

Major Exam

Second year (preferably Fall semester)

Rule: Proposal defense
application

File the application to the department at least 1 month
before the defense date and submit the proposal to the
committee 2 weeks before the defense date. The
application will be canceled due to late submission.

Rule: Proposal submission

After the completion of the proposal presentation, the
written proposal must be approved by the thesis advisor
and submitted to the department

Rule: Proposal defense

Midterm exam week and Final exam week

Committee Approval

End of first week of intended graduating semester

Main-Body Chapters —1st
draft (except introduction
and conclusion)

At least 1 month before projected defense

Penultimate Draft for the
Committee

Two weeks prior to the defense

Thesis Defense

Mid-January or Mid-July
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